Bucks Are So Much Fun! 

(And it helps if you are a bit crazy.) 

As I write this, our new herd sire, Capriole’s Imp’s Silver Bullet *Ennobled, is happily breeding does, and he is so calm and quiet. Happy, I guess. But our junior buck, a proven yearling, wants his share of the action and is busy trying to dismantle all the gates and fences he can reach. He can see what’s going on in the next pen, and that’s not the best set up. He even raced through two strands of live hotwire to get to the metal gate. So far it’s holding! I guess he knows he could handle 20 does or so, if we’d just let him. 

Sometimes I get a kick out of hearing tales of frustration from other buck owners….’The buck got out and bred ________(fill in the blank____………..’The buck busted down two fences!’………..’The *&%#$ buck got out again!’ 

But, it’s not always funny. Last year we had to use Lutelyse on some junior does when one of the bucks got out, so they would cycle again.. Another time we had one senior buck permanently injure his spine while fighting with another senior buck. The injured buck was able to breed does for another year or so, but we ended up having the vet euthanize him. 

If there’s any advice I give new goat owners, it’s this: Build your buck pen first and make it twice as strong as you think it will need to be. And then some. 

So this year we’re planning a new, stout, buck-proof pen. It will have to be ‘Bullet-proof’ too!
